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On Guard Employees of the Year
Working together, three employees from 

Havre, Mont., helped law enforcement in the 
arrest of a suspect in a homicide investigation. 
The three – Jeff Hummert, car foreman; 
Conn Moler, trainmaster; and Matt Perszyk, 
yardmaster – have been honored with the  
On Guard Employee of the Year Award.

Of the more than 100 employees recognized 
with On Guard awards in 2008, these three 
employees were selected for top honors for the 
most significant On Guard act of 2008.

Perszyk first noticed a suspicious vehicle in 
the yard that fateful day. After confirming that 
the driver was not an authorized visitor, he called 
the local police because the BNSF special agent 

Man on a mission
In his free time, David Phillips Jr., Temple, 

Texas, locomotive engineer, would rather do 
volunteer work than vacation on a sunny beach.

Phillips enjoys 
helping others and is 
involved in recovery 
efforts and mission 
work through his 
church. Projects have 
included working 
with a chainsaw 
gang to remove 
limbs, building 
churches throughout 

Texas and recently traveling to Venezuela to 
coordinate a mission project.

After Hurricane Ike hit last year, he took a 
week of vacation to go to the Gulf Coast to help 
with the first wave of relief. Last winter, he took 
another week to travel to Harrison, Ark., to cut 
limbs and trees damaged in an ice storm.

In July, he spent two weeks in Galveston, 
Texas, cutting down trees and repairing 
damaged homes.

“The livelihood I make working for the 
BNSF allows me to go and do other things like 
this,” he says. “When I retire in a few years, I 
plan to pursue this ministry full time.” 

Shaving records
During a six-hour window, rail production 

gangs typically install 4,000 to 4,400 feet of rail.  
RP05, however, took up a challenge to lay 6,000 
feet of rail in six hours. The motivation: If they 

met that goal, Doreen 
Powers, RP05 roadmaster, 
would shave her head.

RP05 accepted the 
challenge, and Powers was 
a woman of her word.

When they reached the 
job site, on the Orin Line 
in Wyoming, it measured 
6,400 feet. Once Brian 

Schomer, burrow man, cut the rail at more than 
6,000 feet, RP05 was fully committed.

The work group completed the challenge 
without incident or injury in 5 hours and 50 
minutes, breaking all records.

Powers said RP05 has exceeded expectations.  
“Everybody is one big team,” she says. “They 

exercise positive attitudes. Things just click. You 
couldn’t have asked for a better day.”

Fostering an outreach
By definition, to foster is to promote or 

support, or give care. Synonyms include 
advance, champion, cherish, encourage, feed, 
harbor, sustain or minister to.  

These words describe what foster parents 
Shane Morales, Guernsey, Wyo., carman, and his 
wife, Lori, do any given day. With three children 
of their own, the couple realized they had so 
much love they wanted to share it with others.   

“We love children so much, and we have been 
blessed in several areas of our lives,” Lori says.  

The family began providing respite care 
in 2002 when foster parents vacationed or 
needed a break. They received their first full-
time placement Sept. 14, 2006. Since, they 

have fostered seven 
children. Their 
latest charges are a 
5-year-old and two 
2-year-olds.

Shane, who 
joined BNSF in 
September 2004, 
helps with the 
children before 
working second 

shift. His job allowed the family to move into 
a larger home to support the foster children, as 
well as Lori’s full-time childcare business. 

“Before the railroad, I was working 60 
hours a week, barely making ends meet,” he 
says. “It’s nice to be able to spread our wings 
because of this job.” 

Amtrak, Disney and BNSF 
working together

Traveling on more than 4,000 miles of 
BNSF track, a special train, operating under a 
Disney partnership with Hewlett-Packard and 
Amtrak, made stops in 21 cities on the BNSF 

system to 
promote the 
upcoming 
movie A 
Christmas 
Carol, 
starring Jim 
Carrey.

The train, 
operated 
by Amtrak 

personnel, featured four embellished cars for 
an all-new attraction, giving guests a behind-
the-scenes look at the making of the movie.

Inside each railcar, guests enjoyed the thrill 
of the latest performance-capture technology 
used to create the film.

The “Across the BNSF System” section is about 
BNSF people who are making a difference to 
better the workplace as well as the communities 
where we live and where our trains operate. 
This feature is designed to connect us – from 
one point of pride to another. If you have a 
story you would like considered, please drop us 
an e-mail, via Communications, Corporate in 
Outlook, attention Railway Editor. 

 

The Disney train made several 
stops on BNSF territory. 

The Disney train departed Los Angeles in 
May. During 24 weeks of operation, the schedule 
called for 40 stops in 36 states, traveling more 
than 16,000 miles of track. 

Approximately 20,000 people came out to 
see the train in Albuquerque, N.M., June 5-7 – a 
larger turnout than in Los Angeles. The Southwest 
Division maintained a presence during the event 
with a booth and passed out information on 
railroad safety and other items.

On the Montana Division, nearly 5,000 
gathered July 9-12 at the BNSF depot in 
Whitefish, Mont. It was the smallest location on 
the special train’s route next to Fargo, N.D., on 
the Twin Cities Division.  

The train also stopped in Dallas, Houston,  
New Orleans and San Antonio on the Gulf 
Division during August. The train continued to stop 
at locations throughout the U.S. until it reached 
the final destination at New York’s Grand Central 
Terminal over the Oct. 30-Nov. 1 weekend.

Lori and Shane Morales

David Phillips Jr.

Doreen Powers

assigned to 
Havre was not 
available. At 
the same time, 
Moler got the 
vehicle’s license 
plate number.

The police 
informed the 
yardmaster that 
the person was 
indeed a suspect 

and could be armed and dangerous. Perszyk 
immediately stopped yard operations, briefed 
employees and alerted Mechanical personnel.

Hummert escorted police through the yard in 
search of the suspect, who was later arrested off 
property for the murder of a local woman.

From left, Trainmaster Conn 
Moler, Yardmaster Matt 
Perszyk and Car Foreman 
Jeff Hummert

BNSF sponsor of 
The NewsHour 
with Jim Lehrer

To help the public better understand 
the environmental benefits of 
transporting freight by rail, BNSF is 
getting the word out through 15-second 
spots on The NewsHour with Jim 
Lehrer, which airs on PBS (check air 
times at www.pbs.org).

The NewsHour focuses on national 
and international news reporting and 
analysis. To recognize the company’s 
co-sponsorship, The NewsHour features 
a message from BNSF on each program. 
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The photographic talent of 13 BNSF 
employees will be on display soon as the 2010 
BNSF Calendar debuts in November.

Grand Prize (above) honors go to Scott 
Marksbury, signal inspector, Hungry Horse, 
Mont., who took a beautiful photo of the vast 
Montana landscape as a BNSF auto train crosses 
the Cutbank River Bridge. 

“I have been by this spot quite a few times,” 
says Marksbury. “But the light has never been 
right. Finally on this cold afternoon, with the 
sun low in the sky, the scene just came together.”

Gracing the calendar cover (right) is a photo 
by Bruce Barrett, manager, Contracts and Joint 

Facilities, Fort Worth. His photo 
is of an empty coal train on the 
Twin Peaks Subdivision near 
Grande, N.M.

Barrett has been taking 
railroad photographs since 1964 
and first published a photograph 
in 1968. 

“The enjoyment of making 
art out of the scenery God 
has provided and adding the 
mobile scenery of the railroad is the driving force 
behind the creation and sharing of my images,” 
says Barrett, who also enjoys gardening and 
woodworking in his spare time.

Other photographers featured in the calendar 
include:

•	 Steve Hauenstein, grinder, Reardan, Wash.

•	 James Malone, bridge inspector, 
	 Lubbock, Texas

•	 Andrew Matuska, conductor, Alliance, Neb.

•	 John McGraw, switchman, San Diego

•	 Allen Miller, signal inspector, Wishram, Wash.

•	 David Miller, manager, Engineering, 
	 San Bernardino, Calif.

•	 Michael Sawyer, locomotive engineer, 
	 Vancouver, Wash.

•	 Scott Schrage, welder, Seward, Neb.

•	 Austin Sickler, trainmaster, Bakersfield, Calif.

•	 Clarke Sutphin, locomotive engineer, 
	 Forsyth, Mont.

•	 Gregory Weirich, locomotive engineer, Seattle
The BNSF calendar is a long-time tradition, 

and each year features some of the most scenic 
parts of the BNSF system. Only BNSF employees 
may submit photographs. 

For the 2010 calendar, about 150 photos 
were submitted. The photos ranged from the 
majestic mountains of Washington to the rivers 

and valleys of the plains. 
Each photo was reviewed 
for composition, color 
and lighting. The team 
of judges also strives 
for a diversity of traffic, 
geographic areas, 
photographers and seasons 
when selecting the winning 
photographs. 

All BNSF employees 
receive a complimentary 

calendar, which will be mailed to homes in 
November. Employees may order additional 
calendars through the BNSF Store at http://www.
bnsfstore.com. 

And the winner is…
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BNSF Units Handled
Year-to-date through Oct. 13, 2009	 2009	 2008

2009 BNSF Velocity Performance
Quarter-to-date through Sept. 30, 2009          	 3rd Qtr. Goal	 Actual QTD

Locomotives miles per day	 303.4                           	312.1

Agricultural car miles per day	 194.2                           	201.5

Merchandise car miles per day	 132.2	 140.2

Coal car miles per day	 304.5	 333.7

Intermodal transit days	 3.98	 3.40

Coal	 1,902,152        	 1,958,288
Agricultural Products	 722,342           	 854,862                                   
Industrial Products	 928,616           	 1,303,654
Consumer Products	 3,057,224        	 3,839,694        
System	 6,610,334        	 7,956,498

BNSF Performance Measures

BNSF Stock
12-month view through Oct. 9, 2009      S&P 500 Index           BNSF

BNSF Reportable Injuries
Year-to-date through Oct. 4, 2009

6162008

2009 550

	 Locomotive data is measured as miles per day.

	 Agricultural, Merchandise and Coal active car cycle data is measured as 
	 miles per day on the BNSF system.

	 Intermodal average transit days=Average time between cutoff and deramp 	
	 or interchange delivery (transit time starts at cutoff or first train departure if 	
	 cutoff is after first train departure). The measure weights average trailer and 	
	 container transit times. With this measure the lower the number the better.


